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Anos II. 6. 


— . Shall thive be evil in a city, and the 
Lord bath not done it > 


r TP. muſt ſtrike every man, upon 8 
1 moment's reflection, that the ſo- 
TONE lemnities of this day can neither 


be pleaſing to God, nor profitable 
to ourſelves, if they are not accompanied 


with ſuch repentance as ſhall have an influ- 
| ence on our future tempers and conduct. It 


is the duty, therefore, of thoſe who take the 
lead in theſe ſervices, to do their utmoſt, 
with the bleſſing of God, to perſuade men 

to repent in earneſt of their ſins, and heartily ; 
ſet about a reformation of their lives. But 


| theſe objects are not to be attained, unleſs 
we really feel the miſeries which have be- 
fallen us, clearly perceive the hand of God 
in them, and are deeply ſenſible that our fins 
are the cauſe of them. There is evil, great 
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evil, in the Britiſh Empire—God hath dona 


it and our fins have provoked him to do it. 


To prove theſe truths beyond a doubt, and 

thereby to awaken you and myſelf to our 
duty, ere it be too late, is what I have now 
in view. And may God of his 1 mercy crown 
: the Auna MAN ſucceſs ! hs 5 


Theſe were ihe points; which in regart 


of Judah and Iſrael, the prophet Amos 


meant to eſtabliſh in the text and context. 


« Shall there be evil! ina city, and the Lord | 
hath not done it 5 


5 bey now ſuffered | great miſeries, and 
they had till greater in proſpect. The 
God of heaven had given them cleanneſs of 
teeth i in all their cities, and want of bread 
in all their places. He had withholden 
rain from them, when there were yet three 
months to the harveſt. He had ſmitten 
them with blaſting and mildew : when their 
gardens, and their vineyards, and their fig- 
trees, and their olive trees increaſed, the 
| palmer worm had devoured them. He had 
ſent among them the peſtilence after the 
manner of Egypt: their young men he had 
flain with the ſword, and had taken their 
horſes, and had made the ſtink of their 


camps 8 


8 4 — 
: a is Won EIT OS SE 1 . Br —_—— Fo FP a Wann — 
1 N * Tg e e Pref de Eon  IOEs P Cf 3 RS AVE va 0 chan, * W Wat N + "9 * ' = ove 71 
SO, F 27ͤͤͥĩ«O ß . a be EROS / He a es ß ̃ ,,,, . ĩͤ EN re 1 
£* » 3 7 C ; YE * : be oF 5 — A n 6c . LOR rec fo . 2 $5 8 N RY = gr. 8 2 . 2 22 8 4 270 8 7 
. 5 A 1 8 0 „„ 1 2 r N 2 r e 1 
"—_ Z > re 4.4 1 ot 4 ; ex 406, — 7 or AS 5 o 3 re X Y 


T7 


camps to come up into their noſtrils.” (4) 

— Theſe calamities were quickly to be fol- 
lowed with a tremendous earthquake, and 

with the invaſion of an enraged adverſary, 
who was to compaſs their land round about, 
bring down their ſtrength. from them, and 


ſpoil their palaces. (5). So the ten tribes 


were to be carried into captivity by the Aſ- | 


5 ſyriaus, and totally diſperſed. And in a 


courſe of time the Jews were to be led away 


captive t to Babylon and remain there ſeventy 
mM | > 


- Now all this evil the Lo did. 1 6. 
lemn truth this, and a truth which, cir- 
cumſtanced as theſe people were, nothing 
but the moſt extravagant infidelity could 
diſpute. It is, however, affirmed over and 
_ over again, and in a great variety of ways. 
Thus will 1 vo unto thee, O Iſrael : and 

| becauſe. 1 WILL Do this unto thee, prepare 


to meet thy God, O Iſrael.“ (e) And the 


more deeply to impreſs their minds with 
the idea of the influence of Divine Provi- 
dence in theſe calamities, the prophet par- 
ticularly recalls their attention to one re- 
markable fact, « that God had cauſed it 
% "WA 3 to 


N ts) Chap. iv. 6,75 9 10. $f 
(4) Chap. i i. 1. Chap, i ili. 11. (6) Chap. iv. 2 12. DD 


4 * 
to rain upon one city, and not upon 
another.“ (4% | e 


But 1 was the moral cauſe of theſe 
_ evils? It was their guilt. This, if not di- 
rectly expreſſed in the text, is yet particu- 
| larly affirmed, and largely commented upon 
in the context. © You only have I known 
of all the families of the earth: therefore 
Twill puniſh you for all your iniquities. (e) ; 
5 —Avarice and oppreſſion, intemperance and 
luxury, irreligion and profaneneſs, accom- 
panied with the moſt ſhameful difipation 
and inſenſibility. were the reigning vices of 
the times. They turned judgment to 
OY wormwood, and left off righteouſneſs in the 
earth. They afflicted the Juſt, took a bribe, _ 
and turned aſide the poor in the gate.“ (7) 
They ſtored up violence and robbery in 
f their palaces.” (g) By fornication, inceſt, 
and adultery they profaned the holy name of 
their God. (5) They were guilty of the 


to the Lord. (7) “ They deſpiſed his law. 

and kept not his commandments.” (4) 
<6 1 Rated him that rebuked them, and 

> abhorred 


(4) Chap. iv. 7. © Chap. iii. 2. (7 Chap. v. 
7, 12. (g) Chap. iii. 16. (+) ) Chap-4 ll. 7. (#) Chap. 
V. 223 26. (#) Chap. ll, 1 5 | | 5 


groſſeſt idolatry, and yet dared to ſacrifice 


UP 
abhorred him that ſpake uprightly.” (1) And, 


all the while, “they were at eaſe in Zion, 
and truſted in the mountain of Samaria.” (m) 
They lay upon beds of ivory, and 
ſtretched themſelves upon their couches, 
and ate the lambs out of the flock, and the 
calves out of the midſt of the ſtall. They 
chanted to the found of the viol, and in- 
vented to themſelves inſtruments of muſick 
like David. They drank wine in bowls, and 
| anointed. themſelves with the chief oint- 
ments; but they were not grieved for the 
affliction of Joſeph.” (2) In a word,“ they 
put far away the evil day; yea they boldly 
faid, the evil hall not ee nor pre- 
vent us.“ . | 


8 Was 5 dick pate. . 7 

| profane character of this wretched people. 

And ſuch were the calamities which their 

accumulated and unrepented guilt drew 
down upon them. Would to God there 

were no reſemblance between their charac- 

ter and ours! Would to God we had no 
| reaſon to apprehend the like miſeries they 
ſuffered ! If there be, however, any ground 
for the compariſon, it is ar our 
1 5 duty, 
(7) Chap. v. 10. (a Chap. vi. 1. 1021 Chip. vi. 
4, 5, 6. (2) Chap. vi. 3. Chap. ix. 10. 
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duty, intereſt, and wiſdom ſeriouſly to cott- 
fider theſe. three moſt important and awake- 
ning truths.— There is evil in the Britiſh 
7 Empire—God hath done it Our fins have 
provaked him to do it. 


Vun z. Great and many: are the evils 
which have befallen us. ey 


The — of this propoſition all will ac- 
Sh _kfiowiedge, though few, it is to be feared; 
are duly affected with it. Alas! Whilſt 
many among us take the utmoſt pains, ſome 
to exaggerate: and others to leſſen our ca- 
lamities, purely with a view to ſupport the 

; political opinions they have adopted, there is 
but one here and there who ſo conſiders, ſo 
feels them, as cleatly to perceive that they 

originate. from the juſt diſpleaſure of Al- 

mighty God. But, Sirs, the feelings We 
with this day to excite are ſuch, and ſuch 

only, as are influenced. by conſiderations of 

: humanity and religion. Standing as we now 
do in the preſence of the great Governour 
of the world, at whoſe hands we have been 
| imploring mercy, we muſt diſmiſs a vain, 
frivolous, contentious ſpirit, forget the more 
immediate inſtruments or cauſes of our mi- 
ſeries, and be content, by realizing the re- 
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chaſten ourſelves. before God. 1 - 
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War, Ae hw kindled withit 4 


nation and among the ſubjects of the ſame 
empire, is uſually followed with the moſt 
ruinous conſequences. It affects all forts of 
perſons, from the prince on the throne to 
the meaneſt peaſant, extends its influence to 5 
the remoteſt parts of the community, and 
inſinuates its corroſive and poiſonous effects 
into all the concerns and enjoyments of life. 
It is to the body politick what diſeaſes are to 
. the natural body; defaces its beauty, waſtes 
_ ſtrength, ſubdues its vigour, and, if it 
c proceed to the utmoſt lengths, diſſolves the 
very conſtitution itſelf. Under the frowns 
of war the arts and ſciences languiſh, trade 


and manufactures decline, the wealth and 


opulence of a people are conſumed, and 
their weight and influence among neigh- 


bouring powers are loſt. It obſtructs the re- 
gular courſe of juſtice, throws down the 


laws, thoſe ſacred fences of ſociety, opens 
the avenues. to fraud, oppreſſion, and ra- 
pine, and deſtroys that ſubordination among 


mankind, which is of the laſt conſequence 
to their hongur, happineſs, and ſafety. 


| Government 
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*Coreramenti is an ordinance of God for 


the good of men: but war, the kind of war 
of which we are here ſpeaking, weakens the 
ſprings of government, and tends to the to- 
tal ſubverſion of it. It confounds thoſe 


diſtinctions among men which God and na- 


ture have eſtabliſhed, wreſts the power from 
the hands to which reaſon, juſtice, and the 
conſent of the community have entruſted i 
interdicts the mutual offices of protection : 
and obedience between the magiſtrate and 
the ſubject, and, if it proceed to the extre- 
mities to which the lawleſs paſſions of men 


would precipitate it, buries in one common 
grave both the honour and authority of the 


ſtate, and the n and liberties of the 
. melt | 


But the mitories it brings. upon idle 


duals deſerve our more particular attention, 
in order to excite thoſe feelings which are 


neceſſary to beget national repentance and 
humiliation; the only object I have in view 

in painting theſe ſad ſcenes before your eyes, 
; Inteſtine broils and animoſities interrupt the 
| friendly intercourſe of ſociety. They em- 


bitter men's ſpirits towards each other, and 


induce an cager wild fierceneſs of manners, 
a which e can ſcarce gonſiſt with the common 
| principles 


1 


principles of good nature and benevolence. 
They create the moſt ſullen jealouſies, inve- 
terate prejudices, a and rancorous reſentments, 
They ſpoil the peace of families, neigh-_ 
bourhoods, | and whole provinces. Nay, 5 
Wuhat is far worſe, they make hortid inroads 
on the ſacred rights of religion and con- 
ſcience. The din of war diſturbs the filent 
Pleaſutes of devotion ; and good men trem- 
ble while they ſee religious prejudices | 
. mingling themſelves with political diſputes, 
and, which is ſtill more ſhocking, behold - 
men on all ſides becoming advocates with ; 
God againſt each other, and daring to pro- 


fane his holy altar with thejr cruel. ana- | 
themas. | 


How great a matter does a little fre 
i kindlel And how deplorable the ſight, to 
ſee the infatuated multitude throwing oll 
upon the ſpreading flames, amidſt all the 
attempts of wiſdom and humanity to ex- 
tinguiſh them! When civil diſcord ariſes to 
this height; the ſcene is almoſt too horrible 
to be deſcribed. The powers of invention 
are now racked to procure the inſtruments 
of death and deſtruction. The ſtandard is 
erected on each ſide, and thouſands crowd 
to it, impelled with all the deſperate fury of 
revenge, and all the ſtubborn confidence of 
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victory They prepare: for battle, and, amidſt 
the loud peals of thundering artillery, the 
diſmal clangor of arms, and the ſhouts of 
oppoſing ſquadrons, rufh on to the attack. 
Death now rides om his pale horſe, hell fol- 
lowing with him. The relentleſs ſword is 

| bathed in vengeance. Multitudes are hurried 
inſtantly into eternity, whilſt others with 
: unavailing ſhrieks and groans languiſh and 


expire. The ground is ſtained with the 
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blood of thouſands, the plain covered over - 
with mangled corpſes,. and the grave itſelf 
: well nigh. ſatiated SHO, to- cry, It i Is enough. = 


Who 7 0 who 6 can \ forbear to weep amid | 
0 theſe ſcenes? Or if our hearts ſtill remain 
callous, let us retire from this aceldema, 
| this field of blood, to the gloomy habita- 
tions of. the widow and fatherleſs, if indeed 
their habitations eſcape, and refuſe to feel 
with them if we can. See the ſilent tear 
trickling down the eyes of helpleſs widows. 
and orphans, or elſe the anguiſh of the throb- 
bing heart forcing the bittereſt exclamations 
from their lips. See whole families extermin- 


ated, the tendereſt ties of nature diſſolved, the 5 


fair hopes of ſucceeding generations extin- 
guiſhed, the fruits of honeſt labour blaſted, 
and ſcarce. n thing entailed upon poſterity 

but 


* 


but poverty and wretchedneſs, together with 
the hiſtory of infernal diſcord, rags and 
revenge, written in letters of blood. 


A . 


And now, 18 this deſcription opplicite 
in any degree to the preſent war? It is. 
O may our hearts bleed while we relate the 
fad ſtory It began in ſuſpicjon and jea- 
louſy, gathered ſtrength from miſapprehen- 
ſion and prejudice, and proceeded to rancour 
and reſentment, It hath drawn forces into EO 
1 the field, and armaments on the ſeas of : = 
magnitude ſcarce known to former times. 
It hath precipitated infinite numbers of ſouls | 
Into an eternal world. It hath reduced the 
once happy and flourithing colonies to beg- 
gary, and conſumed the wealth of the pa- 
kent ſtate to a degree that affects the feelings 
of every individual, It hath created ſuch | 
diviſions among us, as have relaxed the 
nerves of government, and threatened the 
very exiſtence of decency, order, and ſub- 
jection. The powers of France and Spain, 


perfidious and haughty to a proverb; have 
aver; againſt us. Their fleets have inſult- 


ed our coaſts: and, whilſt they have igno- 
miniouſly- forborn to fight, they have left 


no meaſure untried to protract the diſpute 


to the ruin of thoſe whom they would be 
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thought to ſupport, as well as of this coun- 
try upon which they have inſolently de- 
nounced vengeance. The flames of war 
have extended yet farther.— Riots of the 
moſt daring kind (whatever may have 
been the cauſe) and conducted in the moſt 
unexampled manner, have been excited to 
the horror of all in our metropolis, The 
Weſt-India iſlands have been laid waſte by 
a moſt tremendous hurricane. — In fine, a 
gloomy imagination, amidtheſe fad ſcenes, 
would be apt to ſuppoſe, that God is about 
to ſay, as he once did by the prophet Ze- 
phaniah, Wait ye upon me until the day 


23 that 1 riſe up to the prey: for my determin- 
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ation is to gather the nations, that I may 
aſſemble the kingdoms to pour upon them 


— indignation, even all my fierce anger: 
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for all the earth ſhall be eee with the 
8 of wy. Talents. 4 4 bo 


Ad now; Ought we not to fect > Can it 
be pious, can it be virtuous, can it be hu- 
mane, not to feel? Is it, in ſhort, conſiſt- 
ent with common honeſty to aſſemble toge- 
ther, as we do this day, profeſſedly on o- 
caſion of theſe calamities, and yet remain 


a1 totally ſtupid ? e indeed, we are at a 


5 


r 
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remote 
(2) | 2 0. l. 8. 
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remote diſtance. from moſt of theſt ſcenes, 
Our ears do not hear the hoarſe ſound of 
war. Our eyes do not behold garments 
rolled in blood. We are in peace, each ſit- 
_ ting under his own vine and fig-tree, none 
daring to make him afraid. And, great as 
the expence is which this war hath entailed 
on us, it is not felt in the degree that might 
be imagined, if we may judge by the- luxury 
and diffipation which almoſt univerſally pre- 
vail among us. But, are theſe reaſons why 
we ſhould ſuppreſs all emotion of heart for 
the many innocent thouſands, who are in- 
volved in the horrors. of this deſolating 
4:9 judgment? O, no. - Curſed be the ſelf-love 
that tears humanity from the breaſt, and 
annihilates all bowels of compaſſion. Let 
us, my brethren, feel, or ceaſe to be chriſ- 
tians, ceaſe to be men. 


2 


Inſenſibility, however, hath too ſtrikingly 
marked our character hitherto. When we 
faſted and mourned in the four or five for- 
mer years of this war, Did we at all faſt 
' unto the Lord?” (z) On the contrary, © Have 
not the harp, and the viol, the tabret and 
pipe, and wine been 1 in our feaſts? Ah! we 


have not t regarded the work of the Lord, 


nor 
(ie Zech. vii. 5. 
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nor conſidered che operation of his hands: 1 
But if we are reſolved to be ſtill thought- 
Jeſs and diſſipated, to be till inſenſible 

to our own intereſts, and thoſe of our 


"oy quickly, make us feel. Theſe things, 


I ay, not merely for the purpoſe of giving 
„ pain; that would be inhuman. Much 
lels with a view to fan the flame of popular 
contention, or to rouze your reſentments 
aàgainſt the authors of theſe evils ; that 
would be criminal, highly criminal on the 
preſent occaſion eſpecially. Not to ſay ho- 
humiliating it would be to the majeſty of 
religion, to deſcend to a diſeuſſion of poli- 
tical queſtions, in a place ſacred to the ſub- 
lime duties of communion with the Deity, 
No. My view is to prepare you by theſe' 
impreflions to receive, with all becoming 
ſeriouſneſs, that weighty truth which we 
5 proceed now to confider, | 


GE ITO That all ibn hath EY 
pow by the permiſſion, and through the 


influence of Berit ee. 


RT Until we feel the unge we ſhall not 
trouble ourſelves about the hand that in- 
flicts it. But we do feel. Now is the 
time, 


(7) Iſai. v. 12. 


erity, God will, in his own time, per- 


VC 


_— 


1 
nme, therefore, ta addreſs you in the lan⸗ 


guage. of our text. Is there evil in the 
_ Britiſh Empire, and the Lord hath not done 


it?” Few, I perſuade myſelf, are ſo har- 


dened as abſolutely to deny the truth of 

_ this propofition : yet few, it is to be feared, 
are duly impreſſed with it. Permit us theg 1 
to draw aſide the veil of ſenſe, and to fix 
your attention, a moment to that great 


Being who, dreſt i in all the horrors of juſt 


indignation againſt our ſins, deigns himſelf ö 
by theſe calamities to addreſs us. ( His 
voice cries, and cries aloud: the man of 
wiſdom will hear it. O that we were all 
men of wiſdom! O that we all knew the . 
rod, and bim who hath appointed it!” &, Vt 


The hand 'of God 3 in theſe. matters | is cas 
25 pable of the cleareſt proof. The evidence 
is ſo ſtrong, that only a glance at it muſt 
produce conviction. It is the language of 
reaſon and ſcripture: it hath the conſent of 
all wiſe and good men: and it receives 

abundant confirmation from the obſerva 
tions, which every pious. and thoughtful 5 
mind muſt e made upon our own 
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11 is the language of reaſon. If there be 
4 God, and if he hath: created the world, 
(and no one ſurely in his ſenſes will deny 

it) it follows, that hat God upholds and 
_ governs it. He is infinitely able, and it is 
by no means beneath him, ſo to do. Nay, 
the ſuppoſition that he does not govern the 
world, or that he concerns not himſelf at 
all about it, involves in it the moſt aan 
abſurdities. A doctrine this as uncomfort- 
able as it is unteaſonable: friendly indeed 
to the iniquitous views of bad men, but 
15 pregnant with every imaginable evil to ſo- 
ciety. It is a certain fact; therefore, that 
a divine energy pervades every part of the 
creation, that all the infinitely- diverſified | 
orders of Beings around us, and we our- 
ſelves too, are at the difpofal, and under 
the controul and influence of him who 
made us. And though mankind, as in- 
telligent and reaſonable creatures; are ame- 


nable for their actions to the ſupreme judge 


of the world; yet their actions, whether good 
or bad, are all by his over-ruling influence 
made to ſubſerve the great purpoſes of his 
glory, and the final completion of the grand 
ſcheme of Providence. We may be aſſured 
then that no events, proſperous or calamit- 


ous, happen to individuals, much leſs to 


| publick bodies of men, but under, the ſu- 


perintendence 
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perintendence of the ras and- all-wiſe 
i — of the world. 


This, too, is the clear and expeeſh 3 
: guage of ſcripture. That venerable book, 
written by the divine pen, while it tells us 
that God hath created the earth, and given it 
to the children of men, aſſures us alſo, 

„that he judgeth in the earth, and is go- 

vernour among the nations; that he doth ac- 
cording to his will in the army of heaven, 
and among the inhabitants of the earth; 
and none can ſtay his hand, or ſay unto him, 

What doſt thou?“ (2?) And when he con- 

_ deſcends himſelf to addreſs us, it is with a 
ſimplicity and yet dignity of language that 
cannot fail, methinks, to impreſs this great 
truth on our minds, I am the Lord, and 
_ is none elſe, there is no God beſides 

I form the light, and create darknefs: _ 

1 33 and create evil; I the Lord 
do all theſe things.“ (z) © I am God, my 
counſel ſhall ſtand, and Iwill do all my plea- 
ſure.” ( And how natural the reflection 
of Elihu! «© When he giveth quietneſs, 
who then can make trouble? and when he 
hideth his face, who then can behold him? 
e A 


(2) Palm Iviii, 11. Pfalm xxii. 28. Dan. iv. 35. 
( Iſai, xlv. 55 7. lib) Chap. xlvi. 95 10 
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whether it be done againſt a nation, or 
againſt a man only.” (x) But it were end- 
leſs to cite all the paſſages in our bible 


in which this important doctrine 18 eld up 
Sa to our view. 1 a 


©: ident! it hath had the n of all wiſe 
and good men in every age of the world. 
The pagans themſelves, however miſerably 
their theology was diſtorted with the idle 
ſigments of their own vain imagination, yet 
acknowledged the ſuperintendence of a Pro- 
vidence in human affairs. And, difficult as 
it hath been to fix the attention of mankind 
to this great truth, through the wretched 
depravity of their hearts, yet there have 
been few comparatively ſpeaking, who have 
dared to aſſert and maintain the contrary 


doctrine. And the few who have done ſoy 


have been juſtly held in contempt for their 
folly, whilſt they have been looked upon 
with horror for their e 08 


But this divine truth, ſo conſonant with 
reaſon and common ſenſe, receives abun- 
dant confirmation from a careful review of 
the principal events recorded in hiſtory: 
eſpecially when we take into our account 


the 


{x) Job xxxiv, 29. 
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the moral character of the ſeveral ages in 


which they happened, the important con- 
ſequences which in a courſe of time they 


drew after them, and, moſt of all, the 
relation they bore to the expreſs, pre- 


dictions of ſcripture. This argument, 1 
am ſenſible, will not have its full effect, 
till the final conſummation of all things, 
when the ſcheme of Providence re- 
| ſpetting this world ſhall be compleated. . 
The wiſdom of God in adjuſting the ſeve- 
ral parts of this great plan, his power in 
carrying them into execution, and the grand 
intent of the whole, will then be clearly 
3 underſtood ; and, of conſequence, we ſhall 
then have the moſt ſtriking and illuſtrious 
proofs of his influence in human affairs. 
But theſe proofs, we cannot. have till that 
period arrives. In the mean time, how- 
ever, hiſtory throws ſo much light upon 
ſome diſtinct and ſeparate parts of the plan, 
as ſufficiently to juſtify , the inference, . that 
a wiſe and powerful Providence governs the 
world. When I view a curious piece of 
mechaniſm in its finiſhed and perfect ſtate, 
I have at once the fulleſt proof of the 
.agency and ſkill of the artiſt :. but, in the 
mean while, a view only of ſome few. of its 
movements, in the relation they bear to | 
-D'a each 


1 23 


each other, furniſhes me with a ſufficient 
evidence that it is the product, not of 
W but deßgn. | 5 


Who deb that eiifiders the e 


events that happened to the Aſſyrian, Per- 
ſian, Grecian, and Roman empires, conſi- 
ders them with the lights juſt now men- 
tioned, but muſt clearly perceive the influ- 


ence of Divine Providence in them? And 
ſurely that influence no one who believes 
his bible can fail of obſerving in the ad- 
miniſtration of the affairs of the Jewiſh 
kingdom, from the beginning' of its exiſt- 
| ence to the coming of the Meſſiah. But 
the hiſtory of our own country will fuffici- 


ently confirm and illuftrate this grand point. 


Let us advert a moment to two or three i in- | 


1 ſtances en e others. - 


The amazing concurrence of 8 
ces, paſſions, and intereſts which brought 
about the Reformation; and the political 
grounds upon which the profeſſion of the 
Proteſtant Religion was eſtabliſhed; whereby 
the temporal emolument of the principal 


families in this kingdom became à lafting, 


and powerful ſecurity to it againſt the = 


” ferns of the _— of Rome; thefe very 


| mar- 


1 


marvellous circumſtances can ſcarce be re- 
flected upon, without obliging us to ac- 
knowledge that the hand of God was in 
the matter. Nor can we fail of perceiving 
the ſame influence exerted in the moſt ſtrik- 


ing manner, at the ever memorable æra of 


the Revolution. It was felt and acknow- 
ledged at the inſtant that almoſt miraculous 
deliverance took place, and when men's 
minds were in a diſpoſition to be affected 
with it: and it hath received farther con- 
firmation from the lights which later times 
have thrown upon the tranſactions of that 
period; by which it appears, that contrary 1 


intereſts, views, and paſſions became ſtrange- 


tr ſubſervient to that great event. And, on 
the other hand, moſt of the calamities which 
have befallen this country, in the various 
ſtages of its hiſtory, have been attended 
with circumſtances which clearly point out 
the interference of Divine Providence. The 
calamities themſelves, the more immediate 
cauſes of them, the vices they were adapt- 
ed to correct and puniſh, and the important 
: conſequences which in a courſe of time they 


drew after them, all e Nane wis 
ee et 


Can 


Sas 
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Can we thn. be ſo ſtup A ſo im pious, 


as to imagine, that the great God is an idle 
ſpectator of the miſeries we this day deplore; ; 
and that they are no way under his direction, 
influence, and controul ? I hope not. Could 
we place ourſelves at the ſame diſtance from 
our own times, which we are now at from 


thoſe juſt adverted to, this truth would per- 


ha aps ſtrike us in a more clear and convinc- 
5 ing manner than it does at preſent. But it 
| is wiſe, truly wiſe, to obſerye the hand of 
God at the inſtant it is ſtretched out againſt | 
us. Nor does his influence in theſe evils at 
al exculpate thoſe who are the immediate 
authors of them. Our buſineſs, however, 
at preſent is not with them. It is in the 
5 preſence of Almighty God we now ſtand; 
his voice we are this day called upon to 
| hear, his hand we are this kb called. nen 
8 to obſerve. 5 


4 may be aſſured thts Fen: "A plain Z 
_ diRtates of reaſon and revelation, that all 
the various paſſions, views, and intereſts 
of men, and all the infinitely diverſified 
circumſtances which do any way « contribute 
to bring ruin upon a country, cauſes inno- 


cent and criminal, open and ſecret, gra- 
dual and tranſient in their operation, within 


the reach of human foreſight and reſtraint | 
— abe cee = 
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or otherwiſe, all theſe cauſes, all theſe cir- 
cumſtances, I ſay, take effect by the per- 
miſſion, under the controul, and with the 
influence and direction of the great Arbiter 
of the Univerſe. He exerciſes ſovereign : 


authority over all creatures animate and in- 


animate, all the productions of nature and 
art, all the force of human {kill and ſtrength, 
and all the inſtruments of death and Abe 
tion. They receive their commiſſion from 


him, and punctually execute his commands. 


Nor are the main ſprings of human affairs, 

which are generally remote from publick 
view, leſs ſubject to his dominion. The 
eye of God pierces the inmoſt receſſes of 
men's hearts, and penetrates into all their 
counſels, combinations, and reſolutions. 
Their miſapprehenſions, falſe reaſonings, 
miſtaken informations, prejudices, jealouſies, 
avarice, luſt of power, reſentments, malevo- 
= lence, and revenge, he makes, though they 
| are utterly repugnant to his all- perfect na- 


ture, the obedient executioners of his will.“ 


Can we think of all this,” can we 1 
fel all this, and not tremble ?—tremble 
amidſt the view we have been taking of the 
calamities we now deplore. The God of 
heaven, Who made this. world and governs 


it 


E 3 
it in truth and equity, whoſe counſel ſhall,. 
ſtand, and whoſe power none can controul; 
this great and terrible God is riſen from his 

ſeat, hath whet his glittering ſword, and 
hath taken hold of YERgeanen.. He is come 
forth to contend with us. Prepare to 
meet thy God, O Iſrael.” Let every ſub- 
ject of the Britiſh Empire, both at home. 
"2 and abroad, hear the ſummons, and . E 


But wherefore doth be . wich: us ? 8 
That is the next enquiry. Let us then, 
: as was propoſed, endeavour SOS 


E To 5 our hearts with 
= Ny ſenſe of our manifold fins, which 
are the moral cauſes of all the miſeries we 


| ſuffer, 


— 


— : 
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But before we proceed to enumerate the . 
vices which prevail through this great em- 
pire, let us ſpend a moment upon the im- 5 
portant queſtion of the influence which 
the moral character of a people hath upon 

their welfare. If God be the governour of 
the world, if he hath given men plain 


#% © * . 1 


Jo > | 


laws for the regulation of their conduct, . 


and hath annexed ſanctions to them, it 
follows, that ſin, which is a violation of 


3 5 8 thoſe : 


: kind i in their collective capacity, as forming 
diſtinct communities, ſtates and empires. 
In theſe views they are dealt with judicially 
in the preſent life, and for this plain reaſon, 
S becauſe they cannot be thus proceeded 
againſt in another, theſe relations then 
totally ceaſing. That great truth, there- 
fore, which ſcripture. ſo clearly aſſerts, 
That righteouſneſs exalteth a nation, 
| and fin | is a reproach | and deſtruction to 


(25 ] 


thofe laws, muſt ſooner or later bring after 
it puniſhment. There is no ſeparating the 
ideas. But I am not here ſpeaking of 
men in their individual capacity; and there- 
fore need not take up your time in ſolving 
that ſeeming difficulty, which has often 
; puzzled ſome minds, How it is that in many 
inſtances the wicked proſper and the virtu- 
ous ſuffer? Let it ſuffice to obſerve, that 
God hath appointed a day in which he will 
judge the world, and that the ſolem#i deci- 2 
ſions of that day will effectually ſilence all 
atheiſtical reflections, and fully eſtabliſh the 
propoſition we have laid down in the whole 
extent of it, that ſin will, muſt, eus after 


it poniſment. 


But the dane before us reſpects man- 


ä any 


1 26 = 
any people, ()) is no other than the light 
of nature teaches, reaſon approves, and the 
common ſenſe and feelings of mankind at- 
teſt. And it is a truth, too, which all the 


great ſtriking events, that ſtand recorded ; 
both in facred and profane hiſtory, abun- 
8 dantly confirm. God is indeed flow to 


wrath, whence it often happens that na- 


tional guilt riſes to a great height, before 
the juſt ſentence of his wrath is executed 
upon it: but, when the meaſure of it is 


filled up, judgment no longer tarries. At 


that awful period Divine Providence makes 
that deſtruction inevitable, which men's 


vices, by their own natural operation, had 
been a long while bringing upon them. Such 
was the fate of the old world. Such was the 


fate of Sodom and Gomorrah. Such hath 
been the fate of particular kingdoms hd 
ſuch the fate of all the great monarchies, 
Which make fo diſtinguiſhed a figure in the 
annals of fame. Read their hiſtory, and ſe- 
parate their publick character and final doom 
if you can. But the ſtory of the Iſraelitiſn 


nation, through a long ſeries of years, is 


at large recorded in our bibles on purpoſe _ 
_ to illuſtrate this grand point. Their ' prof- 


perity, we find, ever kept pace with their 
axtional virtuy'; and in all the calamities 


that 


000 Prov, xiv, 34. 


[2.1] 
that from age to age befel them, down to 
the dreadful cataſtrophe of. their final de- 


ſtruction, we ſee their fin written with in- 
delible characters i in n their puniſhment. 


This Ole 0 7 8 5 that whatever 
evils befal a people they are the Juſt and na- 
tural conſequences of their ſins, is proved, 5 


I perſuade myſelf, to a demonſtration. And . 


in this light the preſent calamity is to be 
conſidered. But at the ſame time it is to 
be remembered, that one calamity is often 
ſent as a warning of others yet more ter- 
rible impending, unleſs averted by time- 
ly repentance and reformation: in which 
caſe there is a mixture of mercy with judg- 


1 ment. The great God, in ſuch viſitations, 


deigns to expoſtulate with men ere he pro- 
ceeds to extremities. And his authoritative, : 
but mild and gentle language 1s this, At 
what inſtant I ſhall ſpeak concerning a na- 


tion, and concerning a kingdom to pluck up, = 


and to pull down, and to deſtroy it: if that 
nation againſt whom I have pronounced, 

turn from their evil, I will repent of the 
evil that 1 thought to do unto them. And 
at what inſtant 1 ſhall ſpeak. concerning a 
nation, and concerning a kingdom to build 


and to plant it: if it do evil in my ſight 
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to be made to the prejudices. of mankind, 
the better to ſecure their attention. Let 
all appeals to the paſſions, then, be with- 
drawn, while the character of the preſent 
age is tried at the bar of impar tial truth. 
He it admitted, that there is no nation under 
heaven, nor ever was, exempt from publick 


EE EY EEE 
— 


1 


11 


A ce y sies) deb is - 


pent of the good ne 1 aid aj would | 


benefit them.” (ﬆ) 


This being the 55 it is our indiſpenſable 


duty, as we tender the honour of God and 
the real welfare of our country, to contri- 
bute all in our power towards the effecting. 

a general repentance and reformation. To 
- which purpoſe let us ſpend a few moments 
in taking an eſtimate of the preſent times, 
1 mean the moral ſtate of the Britiſn Em- 


IJ am aware that this is a dithcult, as 


ho as unpleaſing taſk ; and the rather, as 
too many are diſpoſed to treat what is ſaid 
upon theſe occaſions in the light of mere 
popular declamation. But, God forbid ! 
that we ſhould be intimidated from our 
5 _ by: spprehenſions & this enn, 


- Roeny juſt and ankle 8 ought 


vices. 


(2) Jer. xviii. 7-10. 
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vices. Be it admitted, that ſome good men, as 


Solomon complains, are too prone petulantly 


to enquire, What is the cauſe that the 


former days were better than theſe ?” (a) 
Be it farther admitted, that there are pe- 
riods to be fixed upon in our own hiſtory, 
in which ſome vices were more prevalent 

than in the preſent. Let it alſo be acknow- 

ledged to the honour of this age, that pub- b 
lic charities, whatever may have been the 

motive, have received more countenance 

and encouragement for the laſt half century 
than any before. It will likewiſe be granted, 
that a liberal way of thinking, reſpecting 
the rights of conſcience in matters of reli 
gion, hath got the better of the ſtubborn 
and unnatural prejudices of former times. 

And I will add, which is matter of infinite 

joy, that there are yet many among us who 

truly fear God, and are patterns of fobriety 
and virtue. All this may and ought to be 
acknowledged: whilſt at the ſame time we 
do not overlook thoſe increaſing advantages 
of light and knowledge we derive from the 
hiſtory and experience of former ages, and 

that national proſperity with which, for a 
courſe of years previous to this war, we were 


diſtin guiſhed. 


And 
(a) Eccleſ. vii, 10. | = 
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And now this ſaid, I am at liberty, ich 
out the hazard of being charged with par- 
1 tiality, to reverſe the ſcene, and hold up to 
your view the horrid guilt which as a nation 


we have contracted, with the heinous aggra- | 
vations of it. 


— * 2 * 5 3 


lead. 3 in an enumeration of ped vices. 
: And it is well known to thoſe who are con- a 
 verſant in. the liter aryworld, that ſcepticiſm, a 
in the affected habit of modeſt diffidence, 
| hath of late years obtruded upon us opinions 


which directly tend to deſtroy all diſtinction 


15 between good and evil, to tear up the foun- 5 


dations of moral virtue, and to deprive men 


of the powerful. reſtraints which natural re- 


ligion lays upon their conſciences. Nor 


bave theſe. laboured eſſays of falſe philo- 
ſophy, abſurd as they are, failed of meeting 
with conſiderable ſucceſs among many in ſu- 


* 1 * * 


perior life, Who with to preſerve. a. conſiſt- 


ency between their opinions and practices. 


Whilſt Heaven i is thus inſulted, and the in- 
: tereſts of ſociety. invaded, what ſerious ſen- 


6ble man but muſt ſuffer pain for the diſ- 


honour offered to the one, and the miſchief : 
done the other i 


To 


2 


0 31 1 
"T6 the ial his religion i is the ata 


invaluable bleſſing he enjoys; and though 
he is not apprehenſive of its being wreſted 
from him by the open affaults of infidelity, ; 
yet he cannot but deeply feel for the injury 
that may be done to unwary minds, as well 
as for the affront that hath been offered to 
the great author of his nobleſt hopes, by the 
inſidious attacks which have lately been 


made upon it. Nor is it to be enough la- 


mented, that too many who admit the di- 
vine authority of ſcripture, have by their 
_ ' falſe reaſonings thrown a veil over the dif 
tinguiſhing glories of the golpel, and ten 
pains to reduce chriſtianity toa ſyſtem oe - 


mere morality. Whilſt others, in all the 


wantonneſs of unmeaning enthuſiaſm, have 
fo treated the great truths of religion, as . 
they judged it the higheſt honour they 
could do them, to ſet them at variance with 
the dictates of common ſenſe. But, whatever 
ill influence this various treatment of ſcrip- 
ture may have had upon the minds of men, 
whether more or leſs, it is evident beyond 
a doubt, that the evil practices of which athe- 
iſm and infidelity moiſt ever be conſidered 
a the ableſt patrons and defenders, Prevail 
far and wide. „ 


And 
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And nom, What, ib regard of manners, 


* the true and proper. character of this 
c country? Let any man look around him 
a moment, and he will not be at a loſs for 
"i reply. It i 18, AN.INSATIABLE THIRST FOR 
 PLEASURE,, This fatal evil. hath long: pre- * 
vailed among us, but hath now ſpread its 
baleful influence through all orders of men. 
* hath. for a courſe of years, operated like 
ſlow poiſon upon the conſtitution by degrees 
corrupting the blood, and waſting the 
Rrength,: but jt Row makes a rapid progreſs 


to the vitals, and, threatens, if not ſpeedily 
p i hecked, deſtruGion to our very exiſtence, 


The iymptoms of, this ſad diſeaſe, are too 
many to, eſcape. the notice of à common 
obſeryer, and the effects, of ; it are a Mhroogh 
: the whole empjzs. | 3110 a I Dinner g 


1 4 


Not to pk af Ie prank 3 a. 
a Hoke inſtances of 1 intzigue and ſeduction, 


lewdneſs and debauchery, adultery and -di- 
5 vorce, intemperance and luxury, Which are 


notorious. to all the World: What daily 
hourly proofs, haye we, Wherever We go, 


with, whomſpeyer, We converſe, and what- 
cver buſineſſes we are employed about, of the 
idle, vain, frivolous caſt of the times 1 The 
Frpdiszeu rs reſort ie Ropes to the metropolis, 
2b merely 


1 4 4: 
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merely for the purpoſe! of difli ipation Wide 
new entertainments imported at a prodi gi 52% 


ous expence from foreign countries, and 


countries too whoſe national characters we 
were uſed to hold in contempt; the vaſt 


variety of faſhionable amuſements, as they 


are called, particularly maſquerades; the 


houſes of pleaſure planted in all parts of the 
town; the kind of publications every where 
greedily received; and, T may add, the very N 
dreſs of the people, all prove it. There are 
infinite numbers among us, whoſe time, in- 
genuity, ſtrength, health, ſubſtance, and all 


are exhauſted in the reſtleſs purſuit of this 5 


wretched Demon of pleaſure, yea, - truth, 


virtue, conſcience, and every thing ſacred 
w_ venerable among men, are facrificed to 


Satiated with one ſpecies of gratifica- A 


3 invention is racked to find out another. 


And, eager to out vie thoſe above them in 


ſplendour and gaiety, no means, however 8 


baſe and unworthy, are neglected or forgone 


to acquire the objects of their ambition 


Hence that venality and corruption, that 


mad ſpirit of gaming, that fraud and oppreſ- 


fion, that violence and rapine which abound 


among us. Hence thoſe licentious inroads 


which are made on all order and decency in 


fiery, contempt of magiſtracy, flander and 


* 


F __ defa- 


5 made. for, a. Purſe. of WEE ws 
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15 defnmatioß i duellingtand ſuieide ad- fre. 
quent fail ures among men of tradeb and bu⸗ 
| ſinefs/ Of cheſe &vils, too, it is deferving-of : 


partiqulay 'iiremark;i that. 2fome of them are 


not cdlαẽỹʒd criminal, but rather conſi? 
_ defedas in gocent and reputable; that moſt 
ofs them prevail among all ranks/coft; men; 
| and that all of them are cominitted witli an 
effrontery ſcarce kH—wn in former times. 


Manzianſtanees might be addueed as proofs 


and illuſtrations of theſe charges: but we 


muſt not enter into e ren 170 de- 


dil would carry us ton ber. e) nh. 


2 ü baus 228 viot 100 03 211011 21821875 9 
Such, in regard of ſocial manners; being 
eee of the times, the maſculine 


fenſe and virtue derived to us from our an- 
_ eeftorsi having been enervated the ties of 


humanitygweakened- if not diſſol ved, and 


the barriers bf dee oats roman meal 


down is Ito nn that, inireſpe 
efloidw Cp 8 1 2 


bela Nys intance, haweyer + muſt not. be omitted, CY 


$6696, i pf a publick, Ring, od the gilt maſt atro- 
Signs, de mean, the eee, e 
436th $9, ik bed ph wal 91 1 'H 
ctrith Will ſhudder when they are.to r EY, Nat an 793 0 


:Humber.of lives have b RP PER Maj 1 


onal ln, written with. 


alters e 


tiom as 1 Aenhnen nen, will always 
prevail. 22978 2 81905-2120. nein fllt dae 
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of the daties we owe more directly to the 


great God, a flood of impiety and profane. 
neſs is come in upon us? Is it to be won! 


dered/ that ſwearing, perjury, contempty of 


divine) ordinances, and a total diſregard; 


among great multitudes of people tothe: 


wonſhipicof: God, are become fathionable?:, 
7 Irreligion is the great ſource of all the 


vices juſt mentioned; wherefore in propot᷑- 


4 . 
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And this jab Jy us to bring 


matters home to ourſelves, and ſeriouſly 


to enqquire, How: far we have contributed to 
this enormous load of guilt that lies upon 
our country? We, Proteſtant Diſſenters are 


bound by our profeſſion to a peculiar tes 
Eularity and ſtrictneſse of manners. Wa 


enjoy the: moſt invaluable liberties. liber: 
ties ed not been infringede an 
0 th. F Wt Ty which, 5 


Got" bred Re? -q- "Fear zb es 


outs WHILR We d el We fed de in thi mira 
Abüle of the rock, gIdu | 9 tredlares "of ill götten Walch 


Which Have be ma erte bite. And What Me ce 
depredatidd 5 lep, 40e bf Jake been echten in 5h 


ame gs. 0 FOR Sill nir ür Böüfee Ard Which 


babe bie Aha der de UP ige Serbe r "Haga," Bl 


. mäß Lim ations of wee grettef Atid * 


A 
e eee dene 91 ae ac dans 
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enn 

titled” TY them, out anceſtors were der 
Which have lately been 
FConhrmed and enlarged. W &'are'5bliged;; 
thereſbte, by motives of duty and intereſt: 
tb Gemean burſelves With all reverence and 
grati tude to the Sreat God, attention and 
delerenee to our governours, and integrity 
and benevolence towards one another. We 
have the ever bleſſed goſpel pfeached among 
üs, the erdinaneeb dilly I gel to us, 
and ne and alm admonitions to vor 


„ ds Wort IS, ne 
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ied 


and liberties, tod, 
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. DP me to wm Are tele aden 

= tigesackriowledged and improved; os hi ght 
_ edahd Abuſed by us? Let us in the Kare 
God aſk ourſfelves, Do we make conſcience 
of. pr ivate devotion ? Do we maintain reli- 


gion in our families? De W e regularly at- 
: tent the places bf? worſhip” to which we bez 
1688. Da inſtfüct Gür children and bur 


* their duty? Do wwe Ter them e CX- 
NE, or do we net, Cone ts ae le ners 'of 
— 4 lie” timeß f Ts ft bur rtr Aid endeavöur to 

u Oh fl buf Rig ob? of the” wotld, 


55 0 hte 'of 7 piety; jultics, and ſobtiety? DO 


Hubd 


damit, the intereſts of religion, virtue, and 
. WW 4 I As icil { > >) benero- 


5 


" howvever all good fabje&s" are en- 


And 185 watt, de fal Uf abilities Will | 


their vo 


cc 
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benevolenge among all around 8 b l. 
my brethren. I fear, ſome. of us can give but 
poor anſwers. to. theſe queſtions, and, am well 
perſuaded, there are none f us but are more 
or leſs defective. And bow. ſad, how. tre- 
mendous muſt their reflections be on this 
g9ccaſion uf conſcience. does its office, who 
Fr” have in a publick and grols manner violated 
vB, and brought a ſcandal upon their 
profeſſion l. Our ſins, then, make up a part 
of thatiguilt for whicht God: is, (contending 
Vith us. dndeed We have all ſinned, our 
princes, our nobles, our magiſtrates, the 
miniſters of religion, and men of all ranks 
and conditions among us. The Whole 
head is ſick, and the whole heart faint. F rom 
| the ſole, of, the foot even Fee heads 
: there Mr 90 {o 


ane JT it. (c Fin _ E 07 3 


with? 2 *# ot * 5 At 3127 3 2 9410 


But, 3 is e one cireumſtance more 01 Ry bs 
very threatning kind that muſt be added, 
and that is, the; inattentian of men an gene 

kal to the influence Nhe Providence 

in out, Affairs; and to, that. bh e 

Built we hayg been deſcribing, high WW 
brought theſe miſcrigs upon ug. Alas Ry 
| ie, amidſt th e. warcnth, wit bh, whic 17 ich, g ey 


enter into queſtions, ef F fen K 0 


bog «20 Jin .zftoigibor, a0 2A 319311 9111 Ir "cat 
«©4941907 | (c) Iſaiah i. LE 0. EYES 
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| atcalhadvettto the hand- of: God r kreat 
alligrieved for the impicties which abound 7 
among us?: We gan hear of the confedera- 
cies af foreign powers againſt us of 
the oblood of /thouſands-ſhed ing hattle, of 
| whaleroounuies lajdi-waſiohjectrameddons: 
: tempeſts, and of the moſt alarming ior 
in our metropoliss and all the while be 
deaf tothe autheritative languagenof the 
text, he Lofdchath done it, ñandideaf to 
the voigs of reaſon and eon ſcienge, v Kur 
fing haye provoked him 40. do it, ) It was 
the complaint of the prophet Jeremiah, e 
ſpeRing the Jews;54 No man repented him 
of;; his wickedneſs, ſaying, What have 1 
dong 2:44) An dis Not th. he like complaint too : 
applicable to us, if net ro aver individnal, 
vat to the people, c this country in general ꝰ 


 We&kpay.bowiingll the heat of reſentment. 


mf gur enemies, of thoſe in autho- 
mtyigver us, f the varidus differingi poli- 
 tigghpartigs, among n, of the Eſtabliſhed 
Church gf Dilenters., of the: ſeveral; de- | 
; npminations © chziſtiaps, of the miniſters 
of religion and they again of the. people, 
What have THEN done?“ But ah! we 
dow gt ee UNF OYE Lips, or, how to 
ndit.in 1901 bee Ne! to ſay to him . 


| je," What aye wo On N 07 501 2 Jo t 921 14 
on: And 


(a) Sv 6. 
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And now taking al theft evnifaithatifaia: 


: Tits view, muſt went, will we not ad 


mit, that we have» evefynimagihable gauſe 


for humiliation? Wirth-quch: an enormous 
load $f:guilt upon Deg} oinfinizely-dbfonds | 
that of our national debt de we vnetoifeers = 
ourſelves: toppreſſed ? Under the awful: 
. apprehenſions of divine reſentment, do / , 
not tremblef Lock upwards, behold the: 
angel oft. juſtico ſtandiug béforé the throne! 
of God, ſee hit holding up to the wier 


of omniſciegce th lofig ſctoll of duf Halt 


and thus pleading agarnftus 2 
e, How!long; O God, holy,” ju ana Hu: 
5 ere thoutwilt avenge thyſelf of „ 
. grateful, perverſe, andrebellivugpespleÞ 
% Abiſo in thine indignatiom, Anddfedtte r: 
* theſethine enemies Bet peſtilenec fas 
* mines tempeſt, and ford devouf tent“ 
Tear up the very föündatiens ef- the?“ 
uglorys happinefs, and! ſafety: Spread 7 
_ *$>def6lativn through tReir "who! ehpfre? 
: Andes get furronhtling nations by 
_ ©: 2hþjaft the terrörs öf- thy ; fee ithar 
4" they at Cod. erg gh ods bas noigile 0 


de 10s: ee rand TART 9ved 36h W ” 


01 WH O häte 5 fly Ursthzeg 5 5 
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of thö tune 


friend of God, to pita r 100 


bak | there 
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there yet is, even the angel of mercy him- 
ſelf, with whom Abraham interceded for 
Sodom. The divine Jeſus, whoſe character 

| hath been inſulted, and whoſe religion hath 
been neglected and deſpiſed among us, hath 

ſtill, I hope, compaſſion for this country. 

O may his cries TOO agua the: n 
of ENS | | 


"lc can we hone, for. ſo, \great- A nboon as 


tile. whilſt we remain. totally, impenitent 


and unre for med? This, this is the point to 
which all we have been ſaying bath been di- 
rected. O may we be perſuaded, .. by the 
terrors and by the mercies of God, by our 
duty and by our intereſt, by a concern for 
our own happineſs and that of our poſterity, 
to repent and reform] Let us, each one, ſet 
about this great work in earneſt, and in a 


dependance upon the grace of God. Let 


us break off our ſins by righteouſneſs, and 
our iniquities by ſhewing mercy to the poor, 
if it may be a lengthening. of our tranquili- 
ty.” 5 (e) 60 Let us fear God, and honour the 
king.” (f) Pet us be ſubject to the 
higher powers, and that not only for wrath, 
but alſo for conſcience-ſake. Let us render 


(Dun. ive 27. (F) x Pet. ü. 17. 
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conttition and ſo | 
ere 60⁰ . ne” De bas INoqI 0 


5 
JL 4 


Ind gona Uo etch hov oy stal: 
to alli their'dues; eo dia xcibits, | 
cuſtom to whom cuſtom is due?” (pg) Let 
us lead peaceable lives in all godlineſs and 
bhoneſty, cheriſhing in our breaſts the warm - 
eſt gratitude to God / andi a due ſenſe, too of 
the obligations we owe to our civil{gover- | 
nours, for the invaluable bleſſings of religi- | 


ous liberty we enjoy, And, whilſt we are 


labouring by our influence and exam ple; to 
promote union and reformation 'arong all 
around us, WhO knows butithe Britiſh m- 
pire may yet ariſe” out of the preſent cnla- 


mity into its former prolperous ànd Happy 


"ſtate? Who knows but ſongs of joy and 5 


praiſe” may ſucceed: tô' the tears of genuine : 
forrow, We” Mars ens er 5 
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